June 2026

From

THE PASTOR'S DESK

With Mary Help of Christians Toward the Heart of Jesus

WELCOME T0 OUR PARISH COMMUNITY*

The joy of our beautiful celebration of Mary Help of Christians still
lives vividly in my heart. Our parish became a true Salesian home—
alive, welcoming, and overflowing with life—through the presence of
so many parishioners, friends, and visitors from near and far.

I could not help but think: just as at Cana of Galilee, where through
Mary’s loving intercession the wine did not run out, so too in our own
litle Cana here in Watsonville, nothing was lacking. Grace
overflowed. There was abundant food, warm fraternity, joyful smiles,
and that unmistakable family spirit that began with the procession
and continued throughout the entire day.

WHATMADE IT AMAZING!

As I watched our young people joyfully riding on the parade float—
honoring Mary Help of Christians alongside the saints of the Salesian
Family, together with Blessed Carlo Acutis, the little angels, families,
music, and so many heartfelt expressions of love—my heart filled
with gratitude. Truly, the Lord has blessed us abundantly!
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It was a deeply Salesian moment:
seeing the ADMA group strong and
joyful, leading the rosary with love;
our young people proclaiming their
faith through mariachi music; the
dancers accompanying Mary step by
step with devotion; and all of us
walking together as pilgrims of hope,
guided by Mary and Don Bosco
toward a horizon that goes beyond us
—toward the Father’s house.

With this same Marian joy, we now
enter the month of June, dedicated to
the Sacred Heart of Jesus—the very
center of Don Bosco’s spirituality. For
him, devotion to the Sacred Heart
was not simply one devotion among
many, but the source from which his
entire mission flowed. He drew living
water from the Heart of Christ and
offered it generously to the young, so

they might discover joy, mercy,
strength, and hope.

Don Bosco’s journey was not without challenges. In his time, a certain rigidity in spiritual life made acts like

frequent Communion or simple, heartfelt devotion less appreciated. Yet God was gently forming his heart.



Through Divine Providence, he encountered St. Joseph Cafasso, his spiritual
guide, who led him into a spirituality rooted in trust, kindness, and mercy— For our young people, it is a time of
deeply inspired by St. Francis de Sales. From this experience, Don Bosco’s growth, friendship, joy, and discovery.
love for the Sacred Heart deepened, along with his conviction that it is
through love—not fear—that hearts are truly transformed.

Don Bosco understood something essential: young people do not grow
through fear—they flourish through love. . »
Only those who feel loved can learn to love. Like the beloved disciple resting good Christians and honest citizens.
close to the Heart of Jesus, Don Bosco learned to listen to the heartbeat of
Christ—and then to pass that love on to the young: a love that saves, uplifts,
and restores hope.

It is also a privileged moment for us—
as a Salesian parish—to accompany
them in their journey of becoming

Why do we reflect on this today?

SUMMER DON BOSCO CUP

Because summer is almost here. N
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Our summer activities are not simply programs; they are spaces of grace where seeds of faith, values, friendship, and
joy are sown. Here lies the heart of our mission: we want our young people to be joyful, alive, and deeply aware that they
are loved by Jesus.And how do we walk with them?
The Salesian way: with kindness, closeness, joy, and a loving presence that says to every young person: “You are
important, you are loved, you belong.”
Our pedagogy is not an idea—it is a heart:
the Heart of Jesus, alive in those who dedicate themselves to the young.
This spirit will come alive in a special way during our Parish Summer Camp: Don Bosco'’s Cup. Inspired by Don Bosco, we want
to journey together with our young people and their families, offering not only activities but genuine experiences of faith, joy,
friendship, and community.
In the Eucharist, in games and sports, in outings, movie nights, shared laughter, and simple daily moments—we hope to give
our very best, so that every child and young person may feel welcomed, accompanied, and loved.
We too—adults, volunteers, and young leaders—are called to drink from the inexhaustible well of God’s love. From the Sacred
Heart, we receive tenderness, patience, and mercy, so that we may be authentic signs of that love for the young.
May this summer create beautiful memories in their hearts, strengthen our families, and renew the life of our parish.
May the Sacred Heart of Jesus form our hearts to be more like His.
May Mary Help of Christians continue to guide us.
May Don Bosco inspire us to live with faith, enthusiasm, and joy.

Happy Month of June to all!



